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DETAILED ACTION 

The following office action is in response to the request for continued examination filed July 22 5 
2005. Claims 1-12 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claiml-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scott et al (US 
6,272,562) in view of Scott et al (US 6,263,090) (known hereafter as Scott '090) and further in 
view of Sims et al (US 6,822,550). 

As to independent claim 1, Scott et al disclose a device for information input and/or 
output (Fig. 1, item 100), wherein the device has a processor (Fig. 2, item 210, col 4, lines 20) 
and a display with a touch sensitive layer (Fig. 1, item 108, fingerprint scanner), wherein the 
display has operator control elements and information fields (Fig. 1), and wherein the device is 
connected to a communications network by means of a communications module that is 
connected to the processor (col. 4, lines 18-50); Scott et al discloses recessed mounting in Fig. 1, 
where item 108 is recessed. Scott et al does not disclose wherein the device is embodied such 
that the device fits into a frame that is suitable for a surface mounted socket. Scott '090 
discloses in Figs. 1 wherein the device is suitable for a surface mount socket. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the fingerprint scanner of Scott '090 could have 
been mounted on the surface as it discloses a flat, framed shape. Scott et al disclose a 
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commercial off the shelf processor, wherein the processor is well known in the art to be equipped 
with software which can be programmable to change control elements and information fields as 
required., therefore, Scott et al disclose wherein the operator control elements and information 
fields shown by the display are programmable. 

Scott et al do not disclose wherein the processor allows a configuration in which the 
processor offers configuration menus. Sims et al disclose a coin dispenser assembly, which uses 
an access control apparatus such as Scott et al as disclosed by Sims et al in col. 3, lines 14-20. 
Sims et al disclose in col. 4, lines 47-53, where the processor displays configuration menus. It 
would have been obvious to incorporate the feature of configuration menus as shown by Sims et 
al as configuration menus enable user input (col. 4, lines 47-53). 

As to dependent claim 2, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
recessed and surface mounted socket has a minimum internal size of 54 mm and/or a mounting 
hole spacing of 60 or 60.3 or 83 mm. Although Scott et al and Scott '090 do not disclose where 
the recessed and surface mounted socket has a minimum size or mounting hole, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the systems could have been altered in order 
to adapt to different sizes as they could be made to be of any size. 

As to dependent claim 3, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
device has a maximum structural height of 12 mm. Although Scott et al and Scott '090 do not 
disclose maximum height; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that they 
could have been made of any size. 

As to dependent claim 4, limitations of claim 3, and further comprising, a light is placed 
behind the display, and that the light has a plastic film with a diffusion coating and an optical 
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fiber waveguide connection. Scott et al does not disclose where a light is placed behind the 
display and that the light has a plastic film with a diffusion coating and an optical fiber 
waveguide connection. Scott '090 discloses a fingerprint scanner portion having a housing with 
an upper surface having the fingerprint scanner plate. The finger is placed on the scanner plate 
and illuminated by an LED light source of certain spectral characteristics through the lens into 
the bottom of the prism (Fig. 2, col. 1, line 66-col. 2, lines 50). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art that the fingerprint scanner of Scott et al could have been adapted 
to incorporate that of Scott '090 as Scott et al does disclose instrumentation to capture the 
fingerprint, but does not discuss in detail what the instrumentation would have been, therefore 
the system could have been that of Scott '090 which would have been advantageous as the 
system is clear and very concise deriving a quality image. 

As to dependent claim 5, limitations of claim 4, and further comprising, wherein the 
display is a liquid crystal display. Although the display is not explicitly stated to be one of an 
LCD, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that an LCD could have been 
incorporated as they produce higher resolution images. 

As to dependent claim 6, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
communications module communicates with the communications network constantly or at 
intervals (col. 6, lines 13-30, 63-col. 7, lines 5). 

As to dependent claim 7, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
communications module communicates with the communications network in wireless or hard 
wired fashion (col. 6, lines 13-30, 63-col. 7, lines 5). 



Application/Control Number: 09/936,548 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2675 

As to dependent claim 8, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, a time interval 
between a reprogramming of the operator control elements and information fields is specified 
(col. 6, lines 13-30, 63-col. 7, lines 5). 

As to dependent claim 9, limitations of claim 8, and further comprising, wherein the 
processor rearranges the operator control elements and information fields shown by the display 
at predetermined time intervals on the principle of randomness (col. 6, lines 13-30, 63-col. 7, 
lines 5). 

As to dependent claim 10, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
processor allows a configuration in which the processor offers respective configuration menus 
for use in the area of efficiency, physical access control, security technology and building 
installation practice (col. 8, lines 32-67). 

As to dependent claim 11, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
device has a fingerprint sensor (Fig. 1, item 108). 

As to dependent claim 12, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising, wherein the 
device of the invention has a card reader (Fig. 2, daughter card). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Srilakshmi K. Kumar whose telephone number is 571 272 7769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 am to 6:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on 571 272 3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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